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“ Christian iots, men of mighty hearts, 
One added word to you :— 7 
Ye who have tasted of life’s precious cup 
The living draught, give to the perishing. 
heaven alone, but let thy way 
Up to the golden city be thrice bless’d, 
B ing others wi' 
eo Wi ing child, of Him who loved 
ted in his breast, 
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thrilling 
angels listen. Have ye no wish 
For such a welcome, when 
It may be thine; strive for His sake, 
Who opened heaven to thee.” 
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TO OUR READERS. 


THE completion of another volume affords a suitable opportunity for glancing upon 
the progress of the Ragged School movement during the year 1857. On the closing 
of the year 1856, our working position was in advance of any that had been pre- 
viously attained ; but this, as was then stated, was at the expense of our financial 
position. The funds at the disposal of the Parent Committee had so far run out 
that something like bankruptcy within a few months seemed inevitable. For a 
Society such as the Ragged School Union to have suffered a collapse would have been 
a public calamity; therefore, with a view not only to avoid such a fearful evil, but to 
resuscitate the Society, efforts were put forth, and all proper means employed to make 
known its operations, and to set forth before the London world its claims for 
support. The Lord Mayor of London presided at a meeting of merchants and bankers. 
The Right Hon. the Earl of Shaftesbury presided at a meeting of the friends of the 
Society at the West End. The Committee undertook the onerous task of a personal 
canvass of the principal City and West End Firms, and an appeal was extensively 
circulated through the metropolis. The result was that the danger that threatened 
the Parent Society at the commencement of this year, and with it its affiliated schools, 
was thrown further into the future. The contributions thus specially obtained may 
be sufficient, with current income, to meet the urgent claims upon the Society for 
the next year or two, at the expiration of which further efforts will have to be made to 
sustain tlhe Society’s position and usefulness. 

Efforts have not only been made of a financial character, but also to render the 
schools increasingly effective and to add to the appliances, for improving the con- 
dition of the children and their parents. The increased number of schools for the last 
year, as in the Society’s Report, published 1857, is only 9, but the increased 
attendance of scholars is 2,619. This indicates extension only, while the chief 
feature has been the steady, quiet, persevering effort for sustaining the schools and 
rendering the whole of them thoroughly efficient. 

A larger number of our school boys has been sent out as shoe-blacks than in any 
previous year. ‘To render the oversight of those lads more effective additional Shoe- 
black Societies have been formed. ‘Those in operation at the close of last year were 
known as the Red, Blue, and Yellow Brigades. There are now six additional societies, 
all in connection with Ragged Schools. 

The Privy Council on Education have, during the year, given effect to their Minute 
of June 2nd, 1856, which has rendered great assistance to the Refuge department 
of the Ragged School movement. It is in this department that the cost is most 
heavy, arising from the children having to be fed and lodged, as well as educated ; 
and Government has done good service in assisting this particular portion of our 
labours ; and if aid could be obtained from the same source for the emigration of the 
most suitable scholars for the Colonies, it would be all that ought to be asked on 
behalf of Ragged Schools from the public revenue. It has ever been our conviction, 
that the voluntary contributions of the public will fully sustain the educational depart- 
ment of our schools; and, by being so sustained, our voluntary friends and teachers 
will be more free to carry out their multifarious schemes for the amelioration of the con- 
dition of the poor than if trammelled by state help, followed by an officiousness that 
chills what it touches. 

We close the year with an horizon darkened by Indian revolt, bloodshed, and cruelty 
of the most barbarous character ; and bya collapse of commercial enterprise in the United 
States, resulting in raising the value of money in this country to a minimum of £10 per 
cent., and in the ruin and desolation to thousands of English homes. The former, by 
English heroism and daring bravery, will, under God, result in the re-establishment of 
the Anglo-Indian authority upon a more secure and a more Christian basis; and the 
latter will result in the general adoption of sounder principles upon which to conduct 
trade; but during the time these beneficial results are being worked out labour will be 
scarce, and the sufferings of the poor will increase; it is therefore sincerely hoped 
that those whose position of comfort and wealth are preserved to them, will, in pro- 
portion to their abundance, give in support of those efforts which tend least to pauper- 
ize and most to elevate the people,—elevate them socially, MORALLY, SPIRITUALLY. 
Of these efforts there are many ; but of all, the one that most commends itself by 
its results is THE RaaeED Scuoou Union. 

December, 1857. Eprror. 
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